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Introduction

     A. Attention-getter: recite the passage by memory

     B.  Motivation for this sermon: "How to be humble, yet fearless in the face of evil and persecution"

          1.  Meditating on and memorizing this passage for the past year

          2.  Timely message in light of Ty's series

          3.  The church needs to be ready to stand firm and not grow cold in last days (Matt. 24:12)

     C. Define Terms: Evil (general) vs. Persecution (precise); Fearless (of man, not God); humble, not proud

     D. Proposition: God's desire is that by cherishing Christ more than life, we should be humble, 

          yet fearless in the face of evil and persecution in order to walk worthy of the gospel in life, 

          and to glorify Christ in death.

     D. Organizational sentence: If you like to know the outline, I'm going to answer these 3 questions:

          1.  What are the main points of this passage?

          2.  Is it really true that God's people should be fearless in the face of evil and persecution?

          3.  How can God's people be fearless in the face of evil and persecution?

Body

     A.  What are the main points of this passage?

          1. [Verses 12-14]:   Paul's imprisonment has advanced the gospel inside and outside the prison walls

          2. [Verses 15-18b]: Paul rejoices that Christ is being proclaimed, despite mixed motivations

          3. [Verses 18c-26]: Paul will continue to rejoice b/c he knows he will be delivered:

               a.  Manner of Paul's deliverance = through their prayers

               b.  Manner of Paul's deliverance = through the help [full provision] of the Spirit of Christ

               c.  Purpose of Paul's deliverance = for their progress and joy in the faith

               d.  Grounds of Paul's rejoicing = Christ will honored in his body, whether by life or death

          4. [Verses 27-30]:  Live a life worthy of the gospel (in these 3 ways: standing firm, striving, fearless)

     B.  Is it really true that God's people should be fearless in the face of evil and persecution?

          1.  Not being frightened [i.e. like a startled horse] is one of the ways we live worthy of the gospel

               a.  Because we honor as holy those whom we fear most: please turn to Isaiah 8:12

               b.  Since God alone is worthy of our fear, to not be afraid is how we live a life worthy of the gospel

          2.  [Verse 28b]: Not being frightened is a sign of our salvation and a sign of their destruction

          3.  Proverbs 28:1: "The wicked flee when no one is pursuing, but the righteous are as bold as a lion."

          4.  Psalm 27:1, "The Lord ... my light and my S; whom shall I fear?  The Lord ... whom shall I dread?"

          5.  Lastly, please turn to Luke 12:4-7 where Jesus teaches us who we should / should not fear

     C.  How can God's people be fearless in the face of evil? 2 ways in this passage

          1.  [Verse 29]: Cultivate a biblical mindset of suffering: its normal; a gift from God; a sign of salvation

          2.  [Verse 21]: Cultivate a love for Christ that makes dying gain

               i.  How to become this kind of person?  Philippians 3:8: "Count everything as loss . . ."

Conclusion

     A.  Joseph Tson [Being raided, found the book "Joy Inexpressible and Full of Glory: Is it yours now?"]

     B. Review: God's desire is that by cherishing Christ more than life, we should be humble, yet fearless 

          in the face of evil in order to walk worthy of the gospel in life, and to glorify Christ in death.

     C. Concluding Exhortations:

          1.  Prepare mentally for suffering.  Its normal, a gift from God, and a sign

               a.  Older: You may leave children, but take heart: God upholds that which we love less than him.

               b.  Younger: You may give your life for Christ or be put in jail in prime of life.  God will reward you.

          2.  Pray earnestly & regularly that the God would empower you to make Christ your treasure.

          3.  If ISIS storms our church someday: Fear not!  For dying is gain for those who cherish Christ.


